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Security Officials Meet
On Antiterrorism Plans

Meese said France and West

"7 ByEdward Cody

Wanhington Post Foreign Service

PARIS, May 28—Top antiter-
rorism officials from the major non-
communist nations met under ex-
traordinary security precautions
today in what was described as an
intensified effort to increase coop-
eration in the fight against terror-
ism.,

The gathering, organized hastily
at French and West German initi-
ative, was interpreted as a victory
for the Reagan administration,
which has pushed for such high-vis-
ibility antiterrorism coordination.

An__antiterrorism official cau-
tioned, however, that the new ef-

fort w1 useful only if it leads to

concrete steps such as more intel-

figence sharing in the field during
the hib?lfﬁi'a*;

“We have participated in what we
hope is the first of a series of such

meetings,” said Attorney General

Edwin Meese III, who led the U.S.
delegation.

“The trend is going in the right
direction,” added Paul Bremer, the,
State Department’s ambassador-at-
large for counterterrorism.

The French Interior Ministry
was cordoned off several blocks
away for the meeting and national
police armed with rifles patrolled
surrounding streets. News agencies
in Paris received letters this week
threatening a “hot summer” of ter-
rorist bombs for France, leading
authorities to post 2,000 extra po-
lice in the capital and reinforce con-
trols in trains and airports.

The letters were signed by the
Committee for Solidarity with Arab
and Middle East Political Prisoners,
the same group that took respon-
sibility for a wave of 14 bombings
here last fall. As before, they de-
manded the release of three con-
victed terrorists held in French

jails, including Georges [brahim Ab-
dallah of the Lebanese Armed Rev-
olutionary Faction.

The French interior minister,

Charles Pasqua, said the antiterror-

ism meeting was not connected to

thie recent threats ot
alert in Paris. France and West

Germany organized the gatherin
to ~“stimulate _intelligence-sharing
fid other assistance among the in-

and otheér assistance amon, m-

us world’s police and in-
telligence agencies fighting terror-
ism, he said.

Pasqua noted, for example, that
France signed cooperation accords
for the fight against terrorism with
West Germany last October and
with Italy last April. The Fyench
security miniater, Robert
travels to Madrid on Friday to con-
clude a similar agreement with
Spain, he added.

In addition, Pasqua said, the
United States loaned specialists and
equipment to France this week to
help locate a cache of explosives
buried in a trashcan in the Fontaine-
bleau forest outside Paris. Author-
ities believe the explosives were
hidden by terrorists connected to
the Committee for Solidarity, per-
haps for use in future attacks.

Pasqua did not explain why
France apparently has abandoned
its earlier reluctance to get in-
volved in broad international anti-
terrorism efforts. France rejected a
U.S. suggestion last January that
the major noncommunist govern-
ments gather in Rome to discuss
steps against terrorism and hoe-
tage-taking.

Meese said officials at today's
meeting did not discuss a longstand-
ing Reagan administration desire to
set up muitilateral intelligence-
sharing agreements among the
world’s noncommunist nations. But
this could be “one of the byproducts
of this kind of meeting,” he added.

Germany decided to convene the
gathering now to pave the way for
antiterrorism discussions at the an-
nual summit conference of the sev-
en major industrialized nations,
scheduled next month in Venice.
Top security %ls of those
nations~—Frasce, Germany,
Italy, Chnida, Japan, Britain and the
United States—attended today’s
strategy session, with repre-,
Ben-'
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